
 

   3rd Grade 
     Math 

AKS:/Objective 
● apply multiplication and division within 100 (products or dividends 0 - 100) to solve 

word problems in situations involving equal groups, arrays and measurement 
quantities (e.g., by using drawings and equations with a symbol for the unknown 
number to represent the problem). 
 

This means… 

I can apply my understanding of multiplication 
and division to solve word problems.  

This looks like… 

Being able to look at a problem and decide which 
operation, multiplication or division, I should use 
to solve the problem.  

As you work, remember to first figure out what 
the problem is about, make a visual in your head. 
Then, use what is given in a word problem to help 
you write a multiplication or division equation 
and think about what strategy you could use to 
help you solve the problem.   
 

Activity Title: Problem Solving  LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials needed: 

• Paper with word problem(s) 

• Markers, or colored pencils 

• Color Tiles (Link to Printable Color Tiles: 
https://guesthollow.com/homeschool/printables/files/100numbercharttiles.pdf . 
Other options would be to draw the tiles, or reach out to Parent 
Center/Teacher to borrow a set)  

You can also use other types of counters: 

▪ Legos 
▪ Pennies (Coins) 
▪ PaperClips 
▪ Skittle, cheerios, M&M’s 

• Electronic device (computer, tablet, or cell phone)to watch the videos and 
visit links. 

 

 

https://guesthollow.com/homeschool/printables/files/100numbercharttiles.pdf
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Directions:  

1. Display the following problem: 

Juanita spent $9 on each of her 6 grandchildren at the fair. How much money did she 
spend?  

2. Think through the problem out loud with your child: 

I know that Juanita went to the fair with her grandchildren. She has 6 grandchildren and 
spent $9 on each of her grandchildren.  

3. Ask your student what the problem is asking them to do: 

 I want to find out how much money Juanita spent on all of her grandchildren. 

4. Ask your student what they would do to solve the problem:  

I can write an equation to show what I am thinking 6 x 9 = ?  I am writing 6 x 9 = ? 
because Juanita spent 6 groups of $9.  

5. Use the Color Tiles (other manipulatives you have chosen) to show 6 groups of 9.  

 

 

6. I see from my color tiles that Juanita spent $54 on all 6 of her grandchildren. 
6 x 9 = 54 
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7. Create similar Word Problems for your student to practice this strategy using the Greg
Tang Word Problem generator at, https://gregtangmath.com/wordproblems.

If the activity is too hard, try this: 

• Try using the RDWW (read, draw, write a number sentence, write a word sentence.) to 
solve more problems.

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFJbltI7IXQ

• Use the color tiles and try to solve more problems like the one shown below.

There are 28 desks in the classroom. If we arrange the desks evenly in 4 rows, how many 
desks will there be in each row?

If the activity is too easy, try this: 

● Your child understands how to multiply or divide. Now, allow your child to
analyze different story problems to determine if they would multiply to solve the
problems.
https://tasks.illustrativemathematics.org/content-standards/3/OA/A/3/tasks/365

● Explore the two different types of division with your child. Allow them to read
both problems and draw models to support their answers. Discuss why you must
divide and how the story problems show different types of division.
https://tasks.illustrativemathematics.org/content-standards/3/OA/A/3/tasks/344

If the activity is just right, try this: 

Continue to practice solving problems using color tiles and drawings of models. Please visit the 
link, https://gregtangmath.com/wordproblems, in order to randomly generate word problems and 
continue practicing these strategies.  

• Nita spent $8 on 4 video games. How much money did she spend?

• Helen spent an equal amount of money on her plants. She spent $35 total
and now has 7 new plants to put in the ground. How much money did she
spend on each plant?

https://gregtangmath.com/wordproblems
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFJbltI7IXQ
https://tasks.illustrativemathematics.org/content-standards/3/OA/A/3/tasks/365
https://gregtangmath.com/wordproblems

